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pecuniary profit, the source of gain being at
the same time of so questionable a character
as to afford but little satisfaction to any

honourable mind.

But whatever may be the determination of

druggists in this respect, it is now evident

that the most stringent severities of the law

may be made applicable to them if they
emerge from the legitimate boundary of their

calling, and exercise the proper and ordinary
functions of apothecaries. From the lan-

guage of the judges of the Court of QUEEN’S
Bench, it is now evident that the provisions
of the 55th GEO. III. will be held to be

amply safticient to restrain unlicensed per-
sons from practising as apothecaries in Eng-
land and Wales, the highest legal authorities

having resolved, it appears, not to be infiu-

enced in their decisions by what was the
intention of Parliament in enacting the above
statute, but by the unquestionable words of
the law itself. We have already stated it to
be our belief, that Parliament did not intend
to interfere with chemists and druggists by
the Act of 1815. It is quite evident that the
COMPANY or APOTHECARIES, and the legal
advisers of that body, entertained a similar

opinion, and had done so for a long period of
time ; because twenty-five years were per-
mitted to elapse without the Company mak-

ing a single effort to put down the couxTER-
PRACTICE which had been carried on to so

profuse an extent in the shops of that class
of tradesmen. The judges have now held
that the Act extends its protection to che-
mists and druggists, regarding their TRADE or
BUSINESS ONLY, and have plainly proved that
they do not consider the practice of medi-

cine to constitute even a fractional portion of
that trade or business. We here invite

the gravest attention of the trade to the words
and bearinb of the 28th clause of the Act, and
at the same time inquire of all the respectable
chemists and druggists in the kingdom whe-
ther they consider, after what has lately
transpired, that that clause affords to them

the slightest shield or protection if they un-
dertake, evcn in their own shops to perform

the duties which properly belong to the pro-
fession of AN APOTHECARY:-

 28. Provided always, and be it further
enacted, that nothing in this Act contained
shall extend, or be construed to extend,
to prejudice or in any way to affect the trade
or business of a chemist and druggist, in the

buying, preparing, compounding, dispensing,
and vending drugs, medicines, and medicin-
able compounds, wholesale and retail; but all
persons using or exercising the said trade or
business, or who shall or may hereafter use or
exercise the same, shall and may use, exer-

cise, and carry on the same trade or business

in such manner, and as fully and amply to
all intents and purposes, as the same trade

or business was used, exercised, or carried

on by chemists and druggists before the

passing of this Act."
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Exeter Hall, October 12, 1841.

Dr. WEBSTER in the chair.
THE minutes of the last meetiog were read

and confirmed, *’

A communication was read from R. Inne-
rarity, Esq. (Baldock, Herts), on the state
of the profession, and on the subject of paro-
chial medical relief.
A very interesting document on the amount

of duty paid to Government for patent medi-
cines, was laid on the table.

Final arrangements having been made for
the anniversary meeting (see advertisement
on the cover), the meeting adjourned.

* The name of J. R. Lynch, Esq., M .D.,
was inadvertently omitted from the adver-
tised list of members eligible to be on the
council for the ensuing twelve months.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

Monday, October 11, 1841.

Dr. CLUTTERBUCK, President.

DELIRIUM CUM TREMORE.

THE discussion this evening again had its
origin in Dr. Clutterbuck’s paper. The
question in debate was the mode of treating
delirium with trembling. Was it to be

. treated as an infiammatory disease or not ?
It would be useless and profitless to give in
detail the opinions expressed by members on
this frequently-agitated point, this &laquo; twice-
told tale." The results arrived at may be
thus briefly summed up. The drunkard’s
delirium might be the result of long-continued
stimulation in a nervous debilitated habit ;
and then the state of the pulse, the general


